Human Rights in Democratizing Countries
ANTH 3153W / HRTS 3153W

University of Connecticut, Storrs

Spring 2013
Tuesdays & Thursdays 3:30-4:45pm, Laurel Hall, Room 111
Course Description: 
What do the terms “justice” and “reconciliation” mean to victims of human rights violations, and how can they best be achieved? This course attempts to explore these questions through the use of narrative accounts, videos, audio files, academic articles, and engaged class discussions. These materials will help us construct a more complete picture of what international justice looks like at a local level. We will examine the politics of truth, reconciliation, and justice as they are experienced in democratizing countries around the world. We begin with some foundational and historical discussions of human rights and international justice. Following this, we will delve into several case studies of transitional justice including the ICTY, ICTR, and the ICC. The course also addresses more recent efforts to transcend punishment and foster “restorative justice” through truth commissions that seek to promote reconciliation and to provide an official account of the violations of the past. This course goes beyond an explanation of individual justice mechanisms to consider how the principles that guide these trials and commissions (such as “truth” and “justice”) are experienced by individuals. 

Guiding Questions: 

· How do governments and courts deal with the perpetrators of gross human rights violations and provide proper redress to victims? 

· How do countries decide who is a victim and how guilt should be attributed?

· Is it possible for a post-conflict country to achieve truth, justice, and reconciliation? 

· What is the role of the international community in the transitional justice process?

· What is the future of international justice?

Requirements 
Required Course Materials:

· Robertson, Geoffrey (2006) Crimes Against Humanity. Third Edition. New York: Penguin Press. (Available at the UConn Co-op)
· Additional readings will be posted on HuskyCT
Assignments:

· Reading Summaries: Each student will be required to turn in five (5) reading summaries during the semester. Each summary must be at least 1-page (double spaced) and should include the full citation of the work, the primary argument made by the author(s), and at least three questions or critiques that you have in regards to the article. You many NOT use the chapters in the Robertson book to complete these summaries. Reading summaries are due on the day that the reading is due. You may complete the summaries anytime during the semester, but you may not complete more than one per week. An example of a reading summary will be handed out in class on Thur. January 24. 
· Participation and In-class Assignments: This course is a mixture of lecture, discussion, and group activities. To be successful in this course, you will need to attend class and complete all of your readings. That being said, attendance is not equivalent to participation. You are expected to read and actively contribute to classroom discussion and small group work. You are also expected to complete in-class assignments. These may include movie response handouts, research and writing labs, and structured debates. If you know that you will miss a class, please let me know before the start of class, and I will provide you with an alternative assignment. If you fail to contact me before the class that you miss, you will not be allowed to make-up the participation or in-class assignment points. 

· Midterm: The midterm will be taken in class on Thursday, March 7. You will receive a study guide one week prior to the exam. 
· Research Paper: Each student will be required to complete a 15-20 page final research paper. Details on this research paper will be provided within the first few weeks of class.

· Draft: This class is a Writing-Intensive (W) course, and therefore working to improve your writing skills is a primary objective. Toward this goal, you will be required to turn in a draft of your final paper. You must also include a cover letter, which you will complete in class on the day you turn in your draft. I will provide you with comments on this draft, and I will schedule individual meetings with each student to discuss these comments.
· Final Research Paper: The final paper should be a revision that incorporates the comments and suggestions provided at the draft stage in addition to your own edits. 
· Blog Posts: As a supplement to this class, I will be maintaining a course blog called “Justice in Transition.” You can access this blog at: 






http://justiceintransition.wordpress.com
This blog will contain information about current events in international justice. Participating in this blog is voluntary. You may, however, substitute up to two blog posts for reading summaries over the course of the semester (you may not write more than one per week). These posts should be between 350-550 words in length and should connect our course material to a current event relating to transitional justice. To post to the blog, accept the email invitation to become a “contributor.” I will review all posts before they are publicly posted. You are also encouraged to comment on the blog posts of others. This is a great way to get participation points, especially if you are shy and do not talk much in class (again, you are not required to participate in the blog- it is just another option). We will go over how to use the blog in class. 

Grading Breakdown:
Reading summaries: 20% (5 summaries, 4% each)
Participation: 10% 
In-class assignments: 10%
Midterm: 20%
Final Paper Draft: 10%*
Final Paper: 30%*
* Note: Consistent with W Course procedures, you must pass the writing component of this class to pass the course. 

Class Schedule
How to Read this Schedule: Items written in italic will be completed during class. Underlined items are due in class on the date posted. Other items, such as readings, should be completed before the date for which they are posted. Films are tentative and may be changed throughout the semester.
Week 1: Introduction and Course Overview
T  1/22
 
Introductions and Course Requirements


Syllabus distributed in class
TH 1/24
What is the Anthropology of Human Rights?


Example of Reading Summary distributed in class
Week 2: Why is it important to deal with violence in the recent past?
T 1/29

Readings: 1) Martha Minow, (1998). Chapters 1-2, Between Vengeance 


         

         and Forgiveness. p1-24.
     


     2) Robert Meister (1999) “Forgiving and Forgetting: Lincoln and the 

      


         Politics of National Recovery.” In Human Rights in Political 

     


         Transitions: Gettysburg to Bosnia. New York: Zone Books.

 
TH  1/31
In-class discussion
Week 3: The History of Global Justice: Nuremberg and “Crimes against Humanity”
T 2/5

Reading: 1) Robertson, Chapter 6: “An End to Impunity?” 



   2) Yael Danieli, (2005-2006). “Reappraising the Nuremberg Trials and 



       their Legacy: The Role of Victims in International Law.” Cardozo 



      Law Review. Vol. 27. p1633-1649. 
TH 2/7

In-class activity
Week 4 - UN International Trials: The Balkans and Rwanda
T 2/12 

Reading: 1) Robertson, Chapter 8: “The Balkan Trials” 




   2) Donna Arzt (2006) “Views on the Ground: The Local Perception of 



       International Criminal Tribunals in the Former Yugoslavia and Sierra 



       Leone” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social 



       Science, Vol. 603. p226-239. 
TH 2/14
Film and Discussion: Milošević on Trial
Week 5 – Why Local Context Matters in International Trials
T 2/19 

Reading:1) Mahmood Mamdani (2001), “The Civil War and the Genocide.” In When 


      Victims Become Killers: Colonialism, Nativism, and Genocide in Rwanda. 


      Princeton: Princeton University Press. p185-233.



  2) Richard Wilson, (2011) “Misjudging Rwandan Society and History at 



      the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda” in Writing History in      



      International Criminal Trials. Cambridge: Cambridge University 



      Press. p170-192. 


Film: In the Tall Grass

TH 2/21 
In-class discussion

Week 6: Who has the Right to do Justice? Pinochet, Sovereign Immunity, and the Role of 

     the International Community

T  2/26

Reading: 1) Robertson , Chapter 8: “The Case of General Pinochet.” 
   2) Henry Kissinger. “The Pitfalls of Universal Jurisdiction.” Foreign 

       Affairs. Vol. 80, No. 4. p86-96. 
TH  2/28 
 In-class debate


Research Paper Topic/ Question due in class
Week 7: Truth vs. Justice? The Truth Commission Model
T  3/5
Readings: Priscilla Hayner (2001). Unspeakable Truths: Facing the Challenge of Truth Commissions. Chapters 3,4, 7, and 14 (p24-50, 86-107, and 213-234).
TH  3/7
Midterm In Class
Week 8: Have We Reached Reconciliation Yet? The Story of the South African TRC
T  3/12

Film: Between Joyce and Remembrance
TH  3/14 
Readings: 1) Richard A. Wilson (2001). The Politics of Truth and Reconciliation 
         in South Africa. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. p33-57, 
         97-122, and 223-230. 

Week 9: Spring Break 
T 3/19
TH 3/21

Week 10: Neocolonial Critiques and the International Criminal Court (ICC)
T  3/26

UConn Human Rights Archive (Meet at the Dodd Center)
TH  3/28
Readings: 1) Robertson, Ch. 10 “The International Criminal Court.” 
2) Kamari Maxine Clarke. (2007) “Global Justice, Local Controversies:     

    the International Criminal Court and the Sovereignty of Victims.” In 

    Paths to International Justice: Social and Legal Perspectives.  p134-

    160.
Week 11: The Role of the U.S. in International Justice

T 4/2

Readings 1)Robert Johansen. (2006). “The Impact of the US Policy toward the 

                                International Criminal Court.” Human Rights Quarterly. Vol. 28. 



    2) Robertson, Ch. 12 “Terrorism: 9/11 and Beyond”
TH 4/4

Final Research Paper draft due in class
Week 12: International Justice and the Trial of Saddam Hussein

T  4/9

Reading: 1) Robertson, Ch. 13: “Toppling Tyrants: The Case of Saddam Hussein”

2)  Eric Stover et al. “Bremer’s Gordian Knot: Transitional Justice and   

      the US Occupation of Iraq.” In Transitional Justice in the Twenty-

     first Century: Beyond Truth vs. Justice. p229-251. 
TH  4/11 
 In-class debate
Week 13: How does Transitional Justice (Re)Build a Nation?  

            
***Individual Paper Conferences Tue, Thurs***
T  4/16
Readings: 1) Richard A. Wilson (2001). “Ch. 1: Human Rights and Nationalism.” 

         The Politics of Truth and Reconciliation in South Africa. Cambridge: 

         Cambridge University Press. p1-30
W  4/18 –
In-class research and writing lab 
Week 14 – “Truth and Consequences:” The Legacy of Transitional Justice
T  4/23

Listen to: “What Happened at Dos Erres” This American Life. (Posted on 

     HuskyCT)
TH 4/25
Reading: Verbitsky (1996) The Flight. Chapters 1-3; 15-16. (p1-17, 139-170) 
Week 15 - The Future of International Justice – Social Media , Cell Phones, and Kony 2012 
T  4/30

Readings: 1) Mamdani, (2009) Saviors and Survivors. New York: Doubleday. 

         Ch2. p48-71.   
TH 5/2

No Class: Reading /Writing Day
Week 16 – Final Exam Week
THURSDAY May 9, from 1:00-3:00pm: We will meet during the final exam period to discuss the final papers and wrap-up the class. 
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