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The Says/Does approach:
A Practical Guide to Deconstructing your Sources for the Long Paper

Assignment

Read the paragraphs of the introduction & discussion sections using the following close reading
technique.

Use the “Says plus Does” approach:  for each paragraph of these two sections of each paper,
summarize the main point of the section (“Says”) followed by a brief statement on the “point” of
that section (“Does”).

For example, look at the first paragraph from Corkum et al. 2006:

The “Says” part is a brief summary statement, or if easier, can be in question format.
E.g.: What conditions have been found to affect the flight activity of the adult
forms of aquatic insects?

The “Does” part will include phrases like: introduces, elaborates on, presents an opposing
view, lays out the history of, narrows the focus, presents the thesis, sets up the argument,
presents an example, gives data in support of a point, sums up the perspectives presented, etc.

E.g.: This paragraph gives several examples (using mayflies, caddisflies and
stoneflies) of the factors that influence flight activity in aquatic insects,
highlighting the main findings of those studies.

______________________________________________________________________________
Complete this exercise for the intro & discussion of each of your primary resources (NOT for
review papers) and you will significantly increase your understanding of the content and
interpretation of each of your sources.


